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PART (VIII) l Land Use Rights of the Ethnic Nationalities

PART (VIII)

Land Use Rights of the Ethnic Nationalities
B L e e B ——

(64) Customary land use tenure systems shall be recognized in the
National Land Law in order to ensure awareness, compliance
and application of traditional land use practices of ethnic
nationalities, formal recognition of customary land use rights,
protection of these rights and application of readily available

impartial dispute resolution mechanisms.

(65) Duties shall be assigned for the preparation and revision
of land use maps and records through public consultation
processes by the ward or village tract land use committees
under the supervision of the township land use committee, in

order to:

a. Have accurate understanding of information related to
land possession, land use, land availability and allocation
in the area where ethnic nationalities live or traditionally
use land resources for their livelihoods;

b. Conduct land use planning that considers social,

environmental and economic issues:
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Land Use Rights of the Ethnic Nationalities [l | PART (vi)

c. Make correct decisions in accordance with law related to

land use, settlement of disputes and encroachment.

(66) When preparing and revising customary land use maps and
records of ethnic nationalities, the responsible government

departments and organizations shall do the following:

a. Consult with, and allow participation of, representatives
and leaders of ethnic groups with knowledge of customary
land use practices;

b. Formally recognize and protect the customary land tenure
rights and related local customary land management
practices of ethnic groups, whether or not existing land
use is registered, recorded or mapped,;

c. Recognize the rights of stakeholders who are members of
ethnic nationality organizations, and recognize in existing

laws in order to register their land use.

(67) Ethnic leaders, elders and women shall be involved in decision
making processes related to land tenure rights of individual
stakeholders or groups practicing traditional cultivation
methods on customary lands, monitoring, and dispute

resolution mechanisms.
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PART (VIII)

l Land Use Rights of the Ethnic Nationalities

(68)

(69)

(70)

The customary lands of ethnic groups used traditionally that
fall under current forest land or farmland or vacant, fallow and
virgin land classifications shall be transparently reviewed,
registered, and protected as "customary land’, in accordance
with the Constitution of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, and land allocation to any land user, other than for
public purposes, shall be temporarily suspended until these

lands are reviewed, recognized and registered as customary

lands.

Provision in the new National Land Law relating to
reclassification of customary land and land tenure right of
ethnic groups shall be the protection against grants or leasing
of land at the disposal of government allowed under any

existing law.

Reclassification, formal recognition and registration of
customary land use rights relating to rotating and shifting
cultivation that exists in farmland, forestland, vacant land,
fallow land, or virgin land shall be recognized in the new

National Land Law.
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Land Use Rights of the Ethnic Nationalities [ ] PpART (viI)

(71) Technical, financial and infrastructure support shall be made
available to improve the land tenure security and agricultural
practices of ethnic nationalities, in order to protect the
environment, increase climate change resilience, and improve

their food security.

(72) Civil society and other organizations shall be encouraged
to provide support indicated in paragraph 71. 73. In order to
resolve disputes related to land use of ethnic groups, ethnic
customary land dispute resolution procedures currently
used shall be defined in the new National Land Law, and the
respected influential representatives from the ethnic groups
shall participate in dispute resolution decision making

processes.
(74) For ethnic nationals who lost their land resources where they

lived or worked due to civil war, land confiscation, natural
disasters or other causes, that desire to resettle to their original
lands, adequate land use rights and housing rights shall be
systematically provided in accordance with international best

practices and human rights standards.
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